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CEMETERY

Col. William H. Gaston, Civil War veteran and Dallas entrepreneur. and his
banking partner W. H. Thomas purchased land from the John Cole family
here in 1874 and opened the Trinity Cemetery. In the earliest decades of
settlement of Dallas County, many pioneer families had established family
graveyards on their farms and a few rural churches also had created burial
grounds. Dallas’ first "community” graveyards -~ the City, Odd Fellows and
Masons and the Hebrew Benevolent Association cemeteries - were located
near the growing city. {Portions of the city and Mason's cemeteries remain
adjacent to the Dallas Convention Center; the graves of the Hebrew burial

grounds were moved in the 1950s to the Emanu-El Cemetery near here.)

Gaston’s and Thomas' Trinity Cemetery was located two miles from the
Courthouse downtown. 1t was remote, surrounded by the farms of several

families, including the Thomases, Worthingtons, Overands and the huge

; Caruth farm to the north.
now Fa

The first recorded burial at Trinity was Mrs. Susan Bradford in March 1875. Also in
1875 Gaston deeded five acres on the southwest side to the city for burial of the indigent.
and such burials occurred there until at least 1910. W. H. Thomas himself was buried
here following his death in 1879, as was John Thomas, the first chief justice (now called
County Judge) of Dallas County. By 1896, although many prominent Dallas families had
purchased lots and many burials had taken place, the cemetery had fallen into disrepair
and neglect. A commentator noted: "The fence is down in twenty places, cattle roam all
over the graves and wagons use the main street as a common thoroughfare.” As a result
of such criticism, the privately endowed Greenwood Cemetery Association was formed,

assumed care and operation of the graveyard and renamed it "Greenwood.”

|

Around the turn of the century,

a tract adjacent to the city's

paupers graveyard was given over

to the Order of King's Daughters,

a voluntary organization founded
by Dallas activist Virginia Knight
Johnson, which provided burials

to indigent families.

In 1921 another improvement
effort by the Cemetery
Association resulted in paving

of the streets and repair of some
of the oldest headstones. The
1940s saw Dallasites enjoying
spring visits to Greenwood to
view the 3,000 flowering redbud
and 300 white-flower peach trees.

In 1945, Hall Street on the

northern boundary was widened

and some graves were moved to

the interior of the cemetery.
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- C ALVARY ™

CEMETERY

Calvary Cemetery was established here following the land's purchase in 1878 by the
Bishop of Galveston, whase diocese stretched all the way to North Texas at the time.
It was not, however, the first burying ground in Dallas established

for the region’s growing Catholic population.

Perhaps the first Catholic settler in Dallas, French immigrant carriage maker
Maxime Guillot had settled in the tiny village on the Trinity River in 1852. Upon

the establishment of the nearby utopian colony of La Reunion in 1855, Guillot’s home
at Elm and Houston Streets was the site of the early Catholic masses held in the area.
Father Sebastian Augagneur came twice a year from Nacogdoches to minister to the

Guillot family and the mostly French and Belgian La Reunion colonists. Burials occurred

in the La Reunion (also known as Fishtrap) Cemetery in West Dallas. o
Missionary priests continued to visit Dallas until 1872, when Rev. M.
Perrier was sent to establish the first parish. coming by wagon (he was

described as being too fat 1o ride horseback) from San Angelo. Masses

L in the early years were held in the Odd Fellows Hall on Austin Street.

In 1874, Father Joseph Martinere was in charge of the new

parish of the Sacred Heart. The first Sacred Heart Church

was built in 1875 on Bryan Street on the block that would

later be the site of the downtown Post Office.

Sacred Heart Church

{n 1878, Bishop Claude Marie Dubuis purchased this land from Jacob and

Katie Wagner, near the Trinity (now Greenwood) Cemetery established by

Father Joseph William Gaston four years earlier. Written burial records have been lost,

Martinere
but the earliest dated headstone remaining is that of carpenter PT. Clark.

seeved as pastor

at Sacred Heart

proprietor of the Railroad

Cathedral. as
wellasfounder— Planing Mill, who died on
of St. Joseph's

Omhunagein  April 22, 1877, suggesting
Qak Cll, from
1874 ail s that the cemetery was in

dearty in 1910.

use prior to its purchase

from the Wagners.

In 1926, the Diocese bought land

adjacent to a family cemetery north

of Love Field Airport and established

Calvary Hill Cemetery there. The

city's expansion and establishment of

additional Catholic cemeteries meant

i

that few burtals occurred here at "Old

b
4

i
I

Calvary Cemetery” after about 1945.

:
[
A

| 1

Many families chose to move graves of

relatives to the newer cemeteries, but

1

visitors will find markers remaining in

Calvary Cemetery that celebrate some of

the people buried here who contributed

to the rich history and tife of Dallas.

UFTQVN

DALLAS
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EMANU-EL

CEMETERY

The trustees of Temple Emanu-El, the city’s oldest Jewish congregation, purchased land
for a cemetery here in 1884 from the John Cole family. Already established nearby were
the Freedman’s Graveyard, created by and for former slaves and their families in the late
1860s; Greenwood (originally named Trinity Cemetery), established in 1874 and
Calvary Cemetery, instituted by the Catholic Church in 1878. The Jewish burials here
were not the first in Dallas, however. The first graveyard. located adjacent to the
Masons’, Odd Fellows” and City Cemeteries on Akard Street under what is now the

Dallas Convention Center, was created by the Hebrew Benevolent Association in 1872.

The Hebrew Benevotent Association had been created as the first Jewish
organization in the struggling town of Dallas and was the forerunner of a
more structured religious body. Dr. Emmanuel Tillman, Alex and Philip
Sanger and other civic leaders served as the founding members and.
burying the dead being a first priority, recorded in the minutes of their
second regular meeting in August of 1872 that "the fence on our burying

ground (on Akard Street) is fixed.” Aaron Miller, an Orthodox layman,

[RENp—

David Guslin, the conducted Jewish services for a time in a space rented in the Masonic
marager of the China

Hall household goods Hall using a Torah borrowed from the New Orleans B'Nai Brith group.
and chinaware: siore

on Elm Strect, was In 1875, 36 families organized the first formal religious congregation.
dlected the first president
of Termple Emana-BL. NY@med it Temple Emanu-El and elected merchant David Goslinas president.
iﬁ:ﬁll:::;;):}i The first house of worship was buiit at the corner of Commerce and Fieid
many of who e in what is now downtown Dallas.

U immigrarts from

central and castern

Europe, the native of The rapid growth of the city and the congregation caused
Peussia proudly declared

st ihe dedicationoithe  Temple Emanu-El to move to another, larger temple at
first Tempie buildirg
on Commerce Strest
1n 1876: “This great
United States is the

St. Louis and South Ervay Streets in 1898 and a still

larger building in 1917 at Harwood and South Boulevard.

fand we recognie a3 No doubt the development of fashionable residential
our country. and
glorious Texas and neighborhoods to the south of the original town center

our prosperous city
of Dallas as our home.”  around and beyond the first cemeteries in the late 1870s
Gaslin died and was

I 1956, Temple

buried here in 1889, and 1880s hastened the need for new, larger and more Emanu-El leaders visit
the old Akard Street
~—--— remote burial grounds for Cemetery {its site
now under the Dailas
the city’s Jewish, Catholic  Convention Center)
ust before graves were
and Protestant residents. me < M:: Teergle

Emanu-El Cemetery.

In 1884, the Temple board

purchased this land perhaps in part because

of its proximity to the already established

Greenwood, city paupers’, Catholic and

Freedman's graveyards.

Rabbis have continued to bury members
(and non-members) of Temple Emanu-El
here, many of whom have provided
outstanding civic, business, arts and
religious leadership in Dallas. A memorial
to Jewish veterans of the two world wars

was dedicated here in 1948, not far from

graves of several Holocaust survivors.

UPTOWN
T
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o STATE-THOMAS o

" HISTORIC DISTRICT

Now known as the State Thomas Historic District, the surrounding few blocks contain the
most intact collection of historic residential structures of the late 1800s Victorian period remaining
in Datlas. It is the last remnant of a once larger, fashionable upper-middle-class community.
Before 1880, parts of two families' farms on the southeast side of the McKinney Road

made up present day State-Thomas.

The James and Elizabeth Thomas family settled on 40 acres on this side of the
McKinney Road and north of Pearl Street in 1868. James. who was a veteran of
both the U.S./ Mexican and Civil Wars, was a prosperous downtown merchant
and was also a major investor in the first iron bridge crossing the Trinity River -
a significant economic development project for Dallas at the time. After James’

death in 1875, his wife Elizabeth Routh Thomas and her children continued the

family's successful business ventures.

st Momy § henpit T !

B Ouerand Nearby, in 1863 Agnes Bast Overand and her second husband John Wesley

Duiit 4 handeonwe
ofce tuldeg Overand acquired 11 acres along present day Routh and Boll Streets east of the

fin the Thonuas

Braesammuss \cKinney Road. Agnes and her carpenter stepson Edward Overand subdivided

on Main Stievt

teseer Bekdad the property in 1886. Edward began building houses with all the "modern
Akt acrons Hom

e lupenai el IMprovements — apparatus for gas, hot water, etc.” in “Overand's Addition.

Meanwhile. Elizabeth Thomas sons Oliver, Jefferson and Colby Thomas had
embarked on their own real estate development venture in 1883 when most

of the 40-acre family farm was platted as “Thomas’ Addition.” The lots were
divided among Elizabeth and her seven surviving children. Neighbor Edward

Overand built the family an imposing two- story frame house at the corner of

Pearl and McKinney. The Thomas brothers sold lots in the neighborhood.

Cambt Mrmy b, Thoaroe i)

commissioned Overand to build a few more houses, and later expanded into -

Ofiver Thomas. eveloper
. N of Thomea Addition, was
other real estate ventures as well as the insurance business.

A sespectend busitesinan

aned abdermans e built

bus own famdy 4 hone at

The Thomas-Colby neighborhood was soon served by the

the conrmr of MeKinewy
steam-powered Dallas Circuit Street Railway, which opened Averiue and Fanount

Strvet tsince demolished)

in 1887. The streetcar allowed businessmen like hardware Higwile May operatesd &

boarding hease theee alter

merchant William B. Robinson, who lived at State and Boll, and  Otvercuntinely deah i
1903

Dallas Morning News publisher George B. Dealey, who lived at
Thomas and Routh, to ride down McKinney Avenue to their offices. After 1903,

Like hisider rther 5 second, electric streetcar line operated on a loop along State Street, providing
and partrer in the

Thomas Brs wai neighborhood residents with service not only to downtown but all the way to
estate busiriess. Jefl

D Trowastwd  the State Fairgrounds in East Dallas.
nealy alf Tus e on

McKirmey Averiue.

The Dallas Social Register listed many of the Thomas-Colby neighborhood
families until well after the turn of the century, indicating its residents were
prosperous and influential community leaders. Michael Coerver, founder of
the Dallas Showcase & Manufacturing Company and paper and printing

magnate William Scarff lived here. So did attorneys Alex Coke, Martin Crane

and Henry S. Simpson. The Rev. Robert Hill, pastor of the nearby Westminster

Crmt Dabas Himksicw Sncrmey

Presbyterian Church, was also among the residents of the neighborhood.
George Banrerman

Dealey, genieral tanager
an later publishier of e

As more stylish residential districts like Highland Park and Munger Place/ Dalias Morrung News.
Ottvia Deniey and their

Swiss Avenue became the desirable areas by 1915, the fashionable character chikdrens bved undl {301
i a brick house on U
of Thomas-Colby began to fade. Many of the large houses were subdivided northwest eoxer of
Thonas and Routh.
into duplexes or boarding houses. In the 1920s and 1930s, prosperous Thetr sun Ted recalied
gt the Dealey's new
African-American residents of adjacent "Short North Dallas” or Freedman’s bathtub - the first
installed i the

Town purchased or rented many of the houses, preserving these few remaining  neightorod - was
the tabk of the sereet!
examples of Victorian-era Dallas’ residential heritage.
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STATE-THOMAS I

After 1900, many of the elite families living here were attracted to newer and more fashionable
neighborhoods being developed further north. The solidly middle class white families of

State Street and Thomas Avenue began to move away by World War L, blaming the increasing
commercialization along nearby McKinney Avenue. In fact it was the growth of the nearby
African-American Freedman'’s Town community and the prevailing views regarding

racial segregation that brought change to State Thomas.

Dallas’ rapidly swelling black population after about 1915 was causing three
nearby distinct African-American neighborhoods to expand and merge.
White families who at first tried to prevent black neighbors from moving in
eventually themselves moved away instead. An ordinance added to the city

charter in 1916 prohibiting black and white persons from living on the same

block confirmed the practice of neighborhood racial segregation. By the

Fhe Dunbar tranch boary

o o A mid-1920s, mostly African-American families were living in what is now the

State Thomas Historic District. Like their white predecessors, black professionals — doctors,

ministers. undertakers and educators ~ occupied many of the larger houses on the street.

The raciallv exclusive policies of the time also forced African ~Americans to establish their
own service and other businesses within areas like Freedman’s Town, which by the 1930s

had expanded to include all of the State Thomas district. The Paul Lawrence Dunbar branch
of the Dallas Public Library - the first library established within the city’s black community -
opened in 1931 on Thomas Avenue near Boll Street. In 1940, Thomas between Fairmount
and Boll Streets was lined not only with homes and apartments but also beauty and

barbershops, tailors, and grocery and variety stores

Change came again for the larger Oak Lawn and Turtle Creek areas after World War [l as
many neighborhoods evolved into apartment sectors. Increasing numbers of homes in the
State Thomas district fell into disrepair or were subdived into rooming houses. Growth of the
central business district to the south edged the neighborhood with warehouses, light industrial

and secondary commercial establishments, making State Thomas less attractive as a residential

community. With the construction of nearby Woodali Rodgers Freeway,
developers increasingly made offers on properties in the area and State Thomas
and Freedman's Town continued to lose residents, churches and businesses.
Many residents and business owners were willing to sell as they saw the drastic
changes that had come to the community. Widespread abandonment of nearby
areas of the old Freedman’s Town by the 1970s saw continued deterioration of
blocks of ditapidated small cottages and "shotgun” houses in areas immediately

to the north of State Thomas.

In the late 1970s, a citywide study of Victorian architecture noted that State

Thomas enjoyed one of the largest remaining collections of such landmarks in
A Maceo Stnth, lorgtame
teader ity Dadlas Adrican-
Asnerican comuruty. the architectural and historical value of the State Thomas neighborhood, and
ived on Thormas Averse

aungin 1938 The st (n 1979 the Inner City Improvement Committee was formed among some State
Fxecutive Secretary of the
Negro (jater Black)
Chamber of Commeree. Procarvation Dallas), the neighborhood group began promoting
Senith ted efforts beginning

in the early 1930 w the area for its history, charm and convenience to downtown.
proenote puliteal

awavememtantwoung Declared a City of Dallas Historic District in 1984, State Thomas
amng the ciy's African-

the city. A small group of homeowners and historic preservationists recognized

Thomas residents. In partnership with Dallas’ Historic Preservation League {now

is protected by the city's landmark preservation ordinance,

American citizns and
tefped lound what wald  (which encourages preservation, sympathetic restoration and
become the Progressive

Vowsrs Leagoe. He served  rehabilitation of the Victorian-era homes. New construction
for many years in federal
houseg agencies. working
o ernd racial isiinaton e hivecrural styles and traditions to protect the district’s unique

on vacant lots among the historic houses must reflect the same

oy,

and prosmore decert and In the earty 19805, TU
dioniable hnsing mthe  historic character. In 1999, the restored residences housed a Electric Cao. offered a
aity. A Dailas high school : . - . . . of hi - .
s vmed for hurn. vibrant mix of families who had lived in the neighborhood for ~ ¥%° ™ shotgun
60 or more years, young professionals who often worked nearby,  Hallville Street to anyore
who woukd move therm off
small professional offices and galleries and other retail establishments. their original sies. Twe
_ were saved and moved
A distinctive zoning area immediately surrounding the historic district was it the State Thomas
. . . U Historic District. The
adopted in 1986 as a result of extensive neighborhood and community input. poric
: restored showguns are
The law requires new development to be designed in an urban style. New amang the few physical
reminders of the
development mixes retail, office and residential uses and has created a mperant Ristory of

"city within a city” that, ironically, mimics in many ways the history and Frecdman’s Tour.

traditions of the Freedman’s Town community that once flourished here.
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